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1 . IN THE PAST FEW DAYS, PRESIDENT ZIA HAS MET SEPARATELY 
WITH THE LEADERS OF SEVERAL POLITICAL PARTIES INCLUDING: 

ATAUR RAHMAN KHAN, BANGLADESH JATIYA LEAGUE; MOHAMMAD 
TOAHA, SAMYABADI BAL; MAULANA ABDUR ARSHID TARKABAGISH, 

GANG AZADI LEAGUE; KHAN A. SABUR, MUSLIM LEAGUE; AND RASH- 
ARAI MONDOL, BANGLADESH SCHEDULED CASTE FEDERATION. 

2. COMMENT; IT IS INTERESTING THAT THERE ARE SEVERAL 
PROMINENT OMISSIONS PROM THE GROUP; NEITHER THE DEMOCRATIC 
LEAGUE OP MUSHTAQUE AHMED NOR THE AW AMI LEAGUE WAS INCLUDED. 
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ATAUR RAHMAN KHAN, RESPECTED THOUGH HE IS AS THE "SENIRO" 
POLITICIAN IN BANGLADESH, COMMANDS BUT A TINY ORGANIZATION. 
TARKABAGISH, 77, IS A FORMER AWAMI LEAGUER, SERVING AS 
PRESIDENT OF THE EAST PAKISTAN WING OF THE PARTY PROM 1957 
TO 1966, WHEN SHEIKH MUJIB TOOK OVER THE OFFICE. IN RECENT 
YEARS, TARKABAGISH HAS NOT BEEN VERY ACTIVE, ALTHOUGH LAST 
FALL HE lOINED THE BANDWAGON AND HAD HIS PARTY OFFICIALLY 
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APPROVED. ZIA'S MEETING WITH MONDOL, WHOSE INFLUENCE AMONG 
BANGLADESH'S "HARIJANS" IS UNCERTAIN, IN NOTEWORTHY CON- 
SIDERING RECENT CHANGES IN THE CONSTITITION, WHICH DROPPED 
SECULARISM AS A PILLAR OF THE STATE. ZIA IS NO DOUBT HOPING 
TO USE MONDOL AND HIS ORGANIZATION TO WOO AT LEAST THE SCHEDULED 
CASTE HINDUS AWAY FROM THE AWAMI LEAGUE. MOST NOTABLE AMONG 
THE POLITICIANS IS PROBABLY SABUR. HIS MUSLIM LEAGUE APPEARS 
TO BE REVIVING ITS ORGANIZATION AND THE MUSLIM LEAGUE DOES 
SUPPORT THE ISLAMICIZATION OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

3. ZIA'S POSSIBLE FUTURE AS APOLITICIAN IS BECOMING A 
TOPIC OF INTEREST HERE AND HIS MEETINGS WITH PARTY LEADERS 
WILL BE WATCHED CLOSELY FOR CLUES AS TO HOW OR WITH WHOM 
HE MAY CHOSE TO ENTER THE POLITICAL ARENA DIRECTLY. 
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